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to send Turkish troops to Egypt. Four days, however,
before this Note was delivered, Arabi Pasha had
adopted threatening measures at Alexandria and the
British ships had bombarded the town. The Con-
ference of Ambassadors, and with it the Concert of
Europe, thereupon withdrew into the background.

There remained the Sultan. The British Govern-
ment, realising that forcible intervention was now
inevitable, wished this intervention to assume an
Anglo-Turkish character, A British force, under Sir
Garnet Wolseley, was despatched to Alexandria, and
Lord Dufferin was instructed to urge the Sultan to
co-operate with this force by sending a Turkish army
to Egypt. At the same time he was to obtain from
Abdul Hamid two preliminary documents. The first
was a proclamation repudiating Arabi; the second
was a Military Convention under which the conditions,
scope and duration of the Anglo-Turkish occupation
of Egypt would be defined. These documents were
considered necessary since there was a danger that
the Sultan, having once entered Egypt, might either
join with Arabi or refuse to leave once order had been
restored.

Throughout August of 1882 these negotiations
continued. Day after day would Lord Dufferin steam
up to Yildiz in his launch and endeavour to induce
Abdul Hamid to sign these two documents. Sir
Garnet Wolseley meantime was disembarking at
Alexandria and the Turkish Expeditionary Force was
assembled in Crete awaiting final orders. At one
moment the Sultan would agree to sign the Proclama-
tion but not the Convention, the next day he would
accept the Convention and reject the Proclamation.